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The David Baldwin House

60 Lake Avenus

Midland Park, Bergen County, New Jersey

Cwner: Herman C, Jacobs

Date of Erection: 1838

Architect:

Builder: David Baldwin

Present Condition: Fair

Number of Stories: Main unit twoj wing one sﬁofy
Haterials of Construction: Foundation - sandstone

Exterior wallsg - red sand- _
stone, gables siding S

Tnterior walls - plaster
Ingide brick chimneys

Roof - main unit gambrel,
wing pitch

‘Historical Datas

Devid Baldwin, the builder of this house, was
a descendant of an 0ld Scotch family whose first members
settled in Bergen County in 1720; other than that 1ittle
igs known of the family. Baldwin, an eccentric individuail,
wasg an inventor and business man, He claimed that
Alexander Grsham Bell stole his idea for the telephone
from hims. Formerly, there was an old mill on the property,
and this Baldwin had equipped as an electrical laboratory.
There was a telegraph system between the house and the
mill and Baldwin was supposed to have discovered the trans-
mission of the voice; this Bell stole and patented before

he could protect it.
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